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APPENDIX B 
 
Admission Contacts 
There are people to help you with your application and degree program.   
 
Graduate Program Coordinator:                                                             Unit Assistant 
Dr. Brad Kard                                                         Ms. Gerry Smith 
127P Noble Research Center                                                                127 Noble Research Center 
kard@okstate.edu                 gerry.smith@okstate.edu         
 
Department Head:                                                                      
Dr. Phil Mulder                                                                                         
127 Noble Research Center                                                                    
phil.mulder@okstate.edu                                                                          

 
Application Deadlines  

 The deadline for all international student applications (completed application submitted to the Department of 
Entomology and Plant Pathology and Graduate College application) is March 1 for enrollment in the Fall 
semester and August 1 for enrollment in the Spring semester.  

 Deadline for domestic student applications (completed application submitted to the Department of 
Entomology and Plant Pathology and Graduate College application) is 60 days before the start of the 
semester which is around June 15 for enrollment in the Fall semester and November 15 for enrollment in the 
Spring semester. 

 

Degree Offerings 
The Master of Science degree program allows students to gain greater knowledge in one of two areas (entomology 
or plant pathology).  Students will learn how to conduct in-depth research and effectively communicate those findings 
both in verbally and in scientific writing.  Students should consider the Master’s program to not only be an academic 
endeavor but also a professional occupation.  We offer a Master of Science in Entomology and Plant Pathology with 
an emphasis in Entomology or Plant Pathology. 
 
The Department offers two Doctorate degrees.  These terminal degree programs are designed to expand upon the 
Master of Science experience and train students to be future independent investigators.  We offer the Doctorate of 
Philosophy in Entomology or the Doctorate of Philosophy in Plant Pathology. 

 
Departmental Admission Requirements 
The Graduate College requires that to be eligible for admission to either Master of Science or Doctor of Philosophy 
degree programs at Oklahoma State University, qualified graduates of Colleges and Universities must submit: 

 A completed application form (we recommend you do this electronically) with an application fee.  For 
domestic students a non-refundable application fee of $40 for the first on-line application (or $50 for a paper 
application), and $25 for each additional application submitted. Or if you are applying as a special (non-
degree) student, the non-refundable application fee is $15 and for international students a non-refundable 
application fee of US$75 for first application submitted and US$25 for each additional application.  Your 
application cannot be processed without the application fee and the Department cannot waive the fee or pay 
the fee for you.  International students should also see 
http://gradcollege.okstate.edu/download/pdf/pros_int_info.pdf for more information about graduate study at 
OSU. 

mailto:kard@okstate.edu
mailto:gerry.smith@okstate.edu
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 One copy of official transcripts, from all institutions previously attended, that show the complete scholastic 
record, bear the official seal of the institution, and are signed by the issuing officer. 

 A minimum score of 79 (internet based test), 213 (computer based test) or 550 (paper based test) on the 
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) for international applicants.   

 A 3.00 Grade Point Average (GPA) or above from the previous degree, or the equivalent  for consideration of 
admittance without condition  

The Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology has the following additional admission requirements:  

 An official copy of the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) score will assist the Department in making a 
determination as to acceptance to the program and funding of an assistantship. The GRE institution code for 
OSU is 6546.  The Department recognizes a combined score of 1500 for exams taken before Oct – 2002 and 
a score of 1000 (verbal and quantitative) and 4.0 (analytical writing) for exams taken after Oct – 2002 for 
consideration of admittance without condition. 

 Three letters of recommendation from faculty members familiar with your academic and/or professional 
background. 

 A letter of intent from the student outlining research interests and professional goals. 

 A resume from Ph.D. applicants who have completed a M.S. is also required. 

Oklahoma State University requires that all international students submit a Confirmation of Financial 
Resources/Statement of Applicant and Sponsor that guarantees that the applicant has support from either 
him/herself or a sponsor (additional funds are required if you wish to bring family members with you).  See 
http://gradcollege.okstate.edu/download/pdf/FinancialGuarantee.pdf for more information.  In some instances, a 
specific professor in your selected area of interest may provide financial support for an international student, but 
such support is not guaranteed. 

The Graduate Student Admissions Committee will make a final decision on all admissions.  Students can be admitted 
without Qualification, Provisional Status, or Probation Status.  See for 
http://gradcollege.okstate.edu/download/pdf/pros_int_info.pdf more information.   Only under exceptional 
circumstances will a student be provisionally admitted to the Graduate Program. 

 
Requirements for International Graduate Students 
International Students are required to do the following: 

 A TOEFL or IELTS score:  
Applicants for whom English is a second language are required to demonstrate an acceptable level of 
spoken English, usually by submitting a TOEFL or IELTS score.  A TOEFL score of 79 (internet based test), 
213 (computer based test) or 550 (paper based test) or above is required regardless of the number of 
semesters or terms completed in other institutions of higher education, including OSU, or prior enrollment in 
English language programs.  Alternatively, an official IELTS, academic stream, examination with a minimum 
overall band score of 6.5 will satisfy the English proficiency requirements for admission to a graduate 
program.  Either examination must have been taken within the last two years. 

 Note that an applicant who has or will have completed a degree from a school for which the primary 
language of instruction is English in a country where English is a primary language is not required to submit a 
TOEFL or IELTS score.   

 Information about the TOEFL is available at http://www.TOEFL.org. Information about the IELTS can be 
found on the IELTS web site at http://www.ielts.org/.  The TOEFL institution code for OSU is 6546.  

The TELP Test 

At Oklahoma State University, we want to ensure that all students succeed in their studies and perform at the highest 
academic level.  The OSU faculty is concerned about the writing abilities of all graduate students, and in particular, 

http://gradcollege.okstate.edu/download/pdf/FinancialGuarantee.pdf
http://gradcollege.okstate.edu/download/pdf/pros_int_info.pdf
http://www.toefl.org/
http://www.ielts.org/
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students whose first language may not have been English.  To ensure that graduate students are sufficiently skilled 
at written English, the Test of English Language Proficiency (TELP) is required for all graduate students before their 
first semester enrollment.  However, a waiver of the TELP requirement can be granted to a student who: 

1. has achieved a TOEFL score of 250 in the computer based test or 600 in the paper based test or higher, 
and a score of 5.0 or higher on the Test of Written English (TWE) or Essay.  Alternatively, a waiver can be 
granted to a student who achieved an IELTS, academic stream, overall band score of 6.5 or higher, and 6.5 
or higher on each of the band scores for Listening, Reading, and Writing, or  

2. has completed two full-time semesters of study in an accredited college or university at which English is the 
primary language of instruction, or  

3. has graduated with a degree from an accredited institution of higher learning, at which English is the primary 
language of instruction.  

Students completing the Internet-based TOEFL test (iBT) are considered separately and are not required to take the 
TELP.  Student’s who score at least 42 on the combined Reading and Listening portions, with a score of at least 20 
in each section, are not required to enroll in any remedial coursework.  Students who score less than this on the 
Reading and Listening portions of the TOEFL (irrespective of the score on the Written portion) are required to enroll 
in ENGL 0003 during their first semester.  ENGL 0003 carries a grade of S/U and may not be used toward minimum 
degree requirements.  Students must enroll in ENGL 0003 each semester until a grade of S is earned.  Students who 
score at or above the minimum score(s) on the Reading and Listening portion of the TOEFL, but less than 22 on the 
Writing portion, are required to enroll in ENGL 4893* at some point in their studies.  ENGL 4893* carries graduate 
credit and may be used toward minimum degree requirements; a grade of C or better in this course is required.  Both 
ENGL 0003 and ENGL 4893*, as applicable, must be listed on the student's Plan of Study.  

For those required to take the TELP, it is a test of written English and assesses the academic English skills 
necessary for students to function well in graduate-level university classes.  The test has two sections: 
Listening/Dictation and Reading/Writing.  A score of 70 on both portions of the TELP is considered passing.  
Students who score less than 70 on the Listening/Dictation portion of the TELP (irrespective of the score on the 
writing portion) are required to enroll in ENGL 0003 during their first semester.  ENGL 0003 carries a grade of 
satisfactory/unsatisfactory and may not be used toward minimum degree requirements.  Students must enroll in 
ENGL 0003 each semester until a grade of satisfactory is earned. 

Students who score at least 70 on the Listening/Dictation portion of the TELP, but less than 70 on the Writing 
portion are required to enroll in ENGL 4893* at some point in their studies.  ENGL 4893* carries graduate credit and 
may be used toward minimum degree requirements; a grade of C or better in this course is required.  Both ENGL 
0003 and ENGL 4893*, as applicable, must be listed on the student's Plan of Study.  
 

Spoken English Proficiency for Employment 
OSU policy and laws of the State of Oklahoma requires all persons for whom English is a second language to 
demonstrate an acceptable level of spoken English before being employed in an instructionally related capacity. 
Employment requires demonstrated proficiency on the Test of Spoken English (TSE) or by taking from OSU the 
institutional version, SPEAK (Spoken English Assessment Kit).  International students who have been offered a 
teaching assistantship must take one of these tests.  The test score is used as a condition of employment and is not 
a condition for admission to the Graduate College.  Other spoken English examinations are not acceptable as 
substitutes for the TSE or OSU administered SPEAK.  The TSE test may be taken on campus or at any of the many 
testing sites provided by the Educational Testing Service.  Results must be received prior to the beginning of the 
school semester in which the student will be teaching.  SPEAK Tests are given the Monday and Tuesday before the 
Fall and Spring semesters begin and only in Stillwater. The purpose of the SPEAK Test is to determine the spoken 
language proficiency of speakers of English as a Second Language (ESL). The test is administered in a language 
laboratory and takes about half an hour.  It is divided into seven sections, each of which is evaluated for two or more 
of the following categories: pronunciation, grammar, fluency, and comprehensibility.  Further information about the 
OSU SPEAK can be found at this web address: http://english.okstate.edu/ita/  

 

http://english.okstate.edu/ita/
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International Teaching Assistant Program 
Any new international teaching assistant (ITA) is required to participate in the international teaching assistant 
orientation and evaluation workshop.  New ITA's must attend the three sessions of the Orientation (whether they 
have taught in a classroom somewhere else or not).  Then, those ITA's who pass SPEAK and the ITA Test will be 
eligible to teach in the classroom.  The ITA Test is a 10-minute evaluation procedure in which the ITA presents 5 
minutes of information for an undergraduate lab, recitation, or lecture.  Each ITA Test (the 5-minute mini-lesson plus 
the q/a period) will be evaluated by two faculty members from the English Department, a faculty member from the 
ITA's department, and a small group of undergraduate students.  
International graduate students who wish to take the ITA Test should:  

1     have a passing score of at least 220 on the SPEAK, or 50 on TSE  
2     prepare a 5-minute presentation on a topic that they might be asked to teach, i.e. a topic appropriate for an   
 undergraduate course in their field,  
3     be prepared to respond to questions in a five minute question/answer period following the presentation.  

The ITA program is offered at the beginning of the fall and spring semesters. The program is currently only offered in 
Stillwater and is given from 3:00- 5:30 in room 313 Classroom Building on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday the 
week prior to school starting. Students must attend all three sessions.  
Further information about the ITA can be found at this web address: http://english.okstate.edu/ita/  

 International teaching assistants must participate in the international teaching assistant orientation and 
evaluation workshop offered at the beginning of fall and spring semesters. Students must receive an 
evaluation of Pass or Provisional Pass prior to teaching in the classroom. 

 All international students must obtain a work clearance BEFORE the payroll process can be 
completed.  It is the international student’s responsibility to see that his/her work clearance is 
renewed before it expires to avoid loss of pay. This can be done at International Students and 
Scholars Department.   

Prior to your first day of employment, all international students must complete Section One of the Employment 
Eligibility Form (I-9) and provide Departmental personnel with original documents pertaining to their identity and 
eligibility to work within the United States.  Students will be required to submit weekly status reports of their 
application process and will be expected to provide their social security number as soon as they have been issued 
one.  University policy requires that all non-citizens of the United States hold appropriate visas in order to be 
employed as graduate assistants.  If the student is not a US citizen or Permanent Resident card holder, they must 
appear in the Office of International Students and Scholars in 076 Student Union prior to starting work as an assistant 
in order to obtain an on-campus work permit. Students must also complete form I-9 ( see 
http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-9.pdf  for complete details). 

 

Transfer Students 
Academic course credit may be transferred from another institution. The Advisory Committee will determine which, if 
any, courses can be applied toward the Master’s or doctoral degree programs at OSU. Graduate credits can only be 
transferred to the Graduate College if the student was formally admitted to the Graduate College at another 
accredited institution and the courses were certified as graduate credit by that institution. The work must be 
recommended by the advisor as a part of an approved Plan of Study. The acceptance of transferred work is 
approved by the Dean of the Graduate College at the time a program of study is submitted. 
 

Transfer of Credit Hours 
 Master’s and Ed.S. students may transfer a maximum of 9 hours from another University or special student 

status at OSU. 

 Doctoral students must complete at least 30 hours at OSU if they have already completed a master’s degree 

http://english.okstate.edu/ita/
http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i-9.pdf
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or at least 60 hours at OSU if they are in a 90-hour doctoral program. 

 Students enrolled through the Research and Graduate Education Center (REGC) in Tulsa may transfer up to 
15 hours from a comparable RGEC program offered by the University of Oklahoma. 

Entrance Requirements for Graduate Programs  
The following courses should have been taken prior to acceptance into graduate programs in the Department of 
Entomology and Plant Pathology. A student may be admitted with deficiencies in these areas, but should take the 
courses and depending on the course may not receive credit toward their degree requirements. The courses required 
will be based on recommendation of their Advisory Committee.  
 

For the M.S. Entomology Option: 
Introduction to the Science of Entomology, ENTO 2993  or equivalent* 

 
For the M.S. Plant Pathology Option: 
Introductory Plant Pathology (such as PLP 3343) or PLP 5343* 
 
The following courses are suggested for those students who are interested in graduate study in entomology or plant 
pathology. 
1. Chemistry with lab (three semesters, including at least one semester of Organic Chemistry) 
2. Introductory Biological Science with Lab (e.g., Principles of Biology, Plant Biology, Microbiology, Zoology) 
3. Physiology with Lab 
4. An Anatomy OR Taxonomy course 
5. Genetics 
6. Statistics and College Calculus 
7. Physics 
 
* The prerogative of the student’s Graduate Committee to waive specific curriculum requirements for good cause 
does not apply to Introductory Plant Pathology or Introduction to the Science of Entomology. If this course has not 
been taken prior to admission, it must be taken during the student’s graduate program at OSU. 
 

For the Ph.D. Program 
A Master’s degree with a research thesis is required.  The entrance requirements listed above also pertain to the 
Ph.D. programs. In addition, the courses below are recommended for admission, subject to the same make-up 
policy, as those required for the M.S. 
 

1. Biochemistry 
2. Ecology 
3. Genetics 
4. Statistics and/or Experimental design 

Graduate College Time Limits 
 All requirements must be completed within the following periods calculated from initial enrollment in the program: 

Master’s Candidates 7 years 
Doctoral Candidates 9 years 

 No course on the Plan of Study may be more than 10 years old at the time of graduation. 

 Students must follow deadlines for submission of theses/dissertations and for completing final examinations as 
listed in the OSU catalog.  The thesis/dissertation instructions are found on-line at:  
http://www.gradcollege.okstate.edu/download. 
 

http://www.gradcollege.okstate.edu/download
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Financial Support 
Graduate Assistantships 
Students will be performing research duties as a Graduate Assistant under the direction of a major advisor for at least 
twenty (20) hours per week.  The Graduate Assistantship appointment may be renewed subject to satisfactory 
progress toward a student’s degree, satisfactory performance of assigned duties, and availability of sufficient funds.  
Financial support is provided by their advisor, the Department or other agency and students should view the 
Graduate Assistantship as a semi-professional position and are accountable for their performance.  The purposes of 
assistantships are to support programs of instruction, research, and extension in the Department of Entomology and 
Plant Pathology and to provide employment opportunities that contribute to the professional development of graduate 
students. Available assistantships include: 

 Graduate Assistants: M.S. students 

 Graduate Associates: Ph.D. students 
 

Appointments are usually half-time (0.50 FTE) and graduate assistants/associates work twenty (20) hours per week. 
Time allocations may vary by assignment.  Graduate assistants/associates are appointed for teaching, research, 
extension, or administration and are expected to carry out their responsibilities in a professional manner.  In addition 
to course and/or laboratory preparation and teaching/supervising, other responsibilities may include: grading papers, 
conferring with students, and regular conferences with the faculty in charge of the courses and laboratories. The 
nature of a half-time research appointment varies with the type and stage of development of the research project.  
The work assignment and schedule of the graduate assistant/associate will be subject to the approval of the faculty 
member(s) in charge and the Department Head.  The graduate assistant/associate will be informed by the 
Department Head as to the starting and ending dates of the appointment for the semester. Graduate assistants are 
expected to enroll in a minimum of six (6) credits per fall/spring semester and a minimum of three (3) credits per 
summer semester. Those on half-time appointments may enroll in no more than ten (10) credits per semester. 
Graduate assistants enrolled in a full time classification (6 hours/semester) receive a waiver of out-of-state tuition. If 
for any reason the assistantship is terminated, the out-of-state tuition will be reinstated.  Stipends earned as graduate 
assistants/associates in DASNR are considered to be earned income and are not eligible for tax exempt status. 

Enrollment Requirements 
 Graduate students must complete a minimum of 6 credit hours in a 12-month period to be continuously enrolled.  

 Failure to maintain continuous enrollment may require reapplication and admission to the program. 

 Graduate students must be enrolled in at least two hours during any semester in which they are utilizing 
University resources including the semester in which they graduate. 

 Graduate Assistants must meet minimum enrollment requirements of 6 hours in fall and spring semesters and 3 
credit hours in the summer. If employed 0.50 FTE (20 hours/week) or greater, students enrolled in 6 hours 
in the fall and spring or 3 hours in the summer are considered full-time. If employed less than 0.50 FTE, 
the student must enroll in 9 credit hours in fall and spring semesters or in 3 in the summer semester to 
be considered full-time. 

 All students (including those enrolling in research hours only) must be enrolled by the deadlines listed in the 
Class Schedule. 

Tuition waiver for GRA/GTA  
As a GRA or GTA, the University will pay for six hours of tuition for eligible courses each Fall and Spring semester 
you are enrolled in accordance with the requirements of your assistantship.  Your employment as a GRA continues 
through the summer term and you are to be enrolled for at least three hours during this term. To receive this tuition 
benefit, and for a definition of "eligible courses," you must complete the "Tuition Waiver Agreement" (available in the 
Department Office) and submit a signed copy to the OSU Graduate College (202 Whitehurst Hall) as early as 
possible after you arrive at OSU, and each semester of your employment thereafter. 
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Non-Resident Tuition Waivers  
Graduate students (both domestic and international) who are not residents of Oklahoma are eligible for waiver of 
their non-resident tuition if they are employed as graduate research or teaching assistants and meet the following 
requirements: 

 Graduate students must be employed as a monthly employee and their employment action (EA) forms must 
show one of the following codes: 1713, 1714, 1749, 1750, 1960 and 1990. 

 Students must be employed at least 0.25 FTE (¼ time) from the first day of class to the last day of final 
exams. 

 Students must be enrolled full-time (i.e. six credit hours in the spring and the fall, and three credit hours in the 
summer). International students must be enrolled in nine credit hours (if employed 0.25 FTE) or six credit 
hours (if employed 0.5 FTE). 

 Students must be enrolled using their student identification number. 

 Students granted tuition waivers for the spring will be eligible to have non-resident tuition waived for the 
summer session. 

 Please note that spouses of GA's are also exempt from out-of-state tuition charges. 

 To receive the tuition benefit, and for a definition of “eligible courses,” all students must complete the “Tuition 
Waiver Agreement” (available in the Department Office) and submit a signed copy to the OSU Graduate 
College (202 Whitehurst Hall) as early as possible, and each semester of employment thereafter. 

Graduate Student Health Insurance 
Graduate students who hold at least a 0.25 FTE graduate assistantship appointment are eligible for enrollment in a 
university-sponsored health insurance program.  For more information, visit the OSU Graduate College internet site 
http://gradcollege.okstate.edu/download/misc.htm.  Students who receive health insurance during the spring 
semester do not need to maintain enrollment during the summer.  Insurance coverage will be extended until the 
beginning of fall semester in August. 

 The single-person health insurance premium is paid on the student’s behalf.  This benefit adds $890 to the value 
of your financial package. If your plans do not include enrolling in the program, then inform the Department as 
soon as possible.  Students should also review the statement from the Council of Graduate Schools 
http://www.cgsnet.org/portals/0/pdf/CGS_Resolution.pdf  concerning conditions associated with the acceptance 
of graduate assistantships. 

 
Academic Standing 
A grade-point average (GPA) of “B” (3.0) is required to maintain good standing as a graduate student and more 
importantly, to meet the requirements for a graduate degree.  Students receiving a grade lower than a “B” in a 
graduate course will be sent a letter of warning from the Graduate College. The student’s Advisory Committee will 
meet to determine if the course should be taken again to obtain a higher grade.  (If a student’s GPA drops below a 
3.0, the student will be placed on Strict Academic Probation and will be required to earn at least a “B” in each course 
during the next semester of full-time enrollment). Failure to do so will result in academic suspension. The 
probationary status will not be removed until the GPA is raised above 3.0.  Students that are either admitted or 
placed on Strict Academic Probation because of low grades are not eligible for Departmental funded 
Graduate Research or Teaching Assistantships until the probationary status is removed. If a student on an 
assistantship is placed on academic probation, he/she will be allowed one semester to remove their 
probationary status; after this period the stipend will be withheld until the probationary status is removed. 
Please note that a student must have a “B” grade average in all courses on the Plan of Study, and also a “B” grade 
average in thesis, report, or courses designated as the creative component.  After a student has completed a course, 
it cannot be dropped from the Plan of Study because of a low grade unless the change is first approved by the 
student’s major advisor, the Department Head, and then by the dean of the Graduate College.  Failure to maintain 

http://gradcollege.okstate.edu/download/misc.htm
http://www.cgsnet.org/portals/0/pdf/CGS_Resolution.pdf
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adequate progress toward completion of the graduate degree (as determined by the Advisory Committee) is grounds 
for dismissal. 
 
Any significant breech of scientific ethics (e.g. falsifying data or plagiarism) by the student may result in immediate 
dismissal of the student following due process (as defined by university regulations). 
Please note that any course taken under the Pass-No Pass grading system (“P” or ”NP”) is acceptable on a Plan of 
Study only under very unusual circumstances and is generally deemed not acceptable. 

For incomplete course work, a default grade of “I” will be assigned.  This default grade will be the grade given the 
student should they not finish any incomplete work prior to one year from the assignment of the “I” grade.   
 

Health Insurance/ Student Health Clinic  
The Student Health Clinic is located at 1202 W. Farm Road, just west of the Noble Research Center.  There is a 

walk-in clinic with physicians, physician assistants, and nurses on staff.  Women’s gynecological services, 

immunizations, allergy injections, laboratory, radiology, and counseling services are all available on site at the clinic.  

Office visits are low cost, approximately $12.00 per visit, with additional costs for other services.  The clinic is open 

from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday.  For more specific information about services go to: 

http://www.okstate.edu/UHS/. 

 

Other health service options include the Emergency Room at Stillwater Health Center (Stillwater’s full service 

hospital), Warren Clinic, Family Health Centers, Stillwater Women’s Clinic, the Department for Human Services, and 

numerous private physicians.  Additional health insurance is available to spouses and children through University 

Health Services https://www.academichealthplans.com/okstate/Default.asp.  This coverage is strongly advised if you 

are not covered by any other health insurance plan.  An alternative might be private insurance through Blue 

Cross/Blue Shield which is available through local insurance brokers. 

Campus Map  
See: http://www.parking.okstate.edu/images/maps/AC_ParkingMap072709.pdf for a map of campus 

 

Parking Permits 
Parking permits may be purchased to park cars in student, commuter, or overflow lots which are usually located on 
campus, but approximately ½ mile from Noble Research Center.  The permit for a car costs $76.00 per year and is 
pro-rated.   Bicycles also require a permit.  Go to: http://www.parking.okstate.edu/ to apply for a permit.  
 

Housing 
There are many options for graduate student housing in Stillwater.  Many students rent or share apartments in 
nearby complexes.  Others rent or buy houses in Stillwater neighborhoods.  A popular choice for students is rental of 
a university apartment, for which several neighborhoods are located on campus and within walking distance of Noble 
Research Center.  University apartments are usually furnished and include utilities in the rental fee.  A roommate 
finding service is available to match students who wish to share an apartment.  For more information go to: 
http://www.reslife.okstate.edu/housing/families.php?nav=3  
 

International Students and Scholars (ISS) 
ISS office is located in the basement of the Classroom Building 001.  It is staffed by friendly people who are there to 
assist international students and scholars with a variety of issues: 
 

- Pre-arrival forms and applications 
- Help with transportation to Stillwater 

http://www.okstate.edu/UHS/
https://www.academichealthplans.com/okstate/Default.asp
http://www.parking.okstate.edu/images/maps/AC_ParkingMap072709.pdf
http://www.parking.okstate.edu/
http://www.reslife.okstate.edu/housing/families.php?nav=3
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- “Settling In” assistance after arriving in Stillwater 
- Advising on university policies, immigration regulations, and financial matters 
- Process immigration forms 
- Issue work clearances 
- Facilitate cultural connections between Departments, Student Organizations, and Community Organizations 

 
For many international students, a visit to ISS is one of the first priorities after arriving at OSU.  Website: 
http://union.okstate.edu/iss/index.htm  
 

Community and Transit Bus Service 
A Stillwater-wide bus service (Big Orange Bus) is available to assist students who live off campus or must park in 
overflow parking lots.  There are several bus lines which travel to many areas of the city of Stillwater, including both 
WalMart locations and downtown.  OSU students with an ID ride free. The general public is charged $.50 per one 
way fare.  BOB operates from 6:30 am to 7:00 pm Monday through Friday.  No service on the weekends.  For more 
information about BOB go to: http://www.parking.okstate.edu/bob_intro.aspx   
 

Getting to Stillwater   
Many students drive to Stillwater using personal vehicles, but international students often arrive from one of two 
nearby airports: Tulsa International Airport or Will Rogers International Airport in Oklahoma City.  If arriving in 
Oklahoma City or Tulsa, you should make arrangements with your faculty advisor to be picked up and driven to 
Stillwater.  If this is not possible, there is a shuttle service to and from both airports.  Air Express operates out of Will 
Rogers World Airport.  Cost is $112.00 from the airport to the OSU campus.  To get to the Tulsa airport it is possible 
to ride the OSU-Tulsa transit bus then take a taxi to the airport. 
 

Temporary Housing after Arrival   
 Most students have already made arrangements for housing before they arrive, but if temporary housing is needed, 
it is possible to arrange a temporary stay in one of the dormitories.  Contact University Residence Halls at 
http://www.reslife.okstate.edu/overnight/  
 

About Stillwater 
Stillwater is a small-sized city of approximately 50,000 people located 70 miles east of Tulsa and 65 miles north of 
Oklahoma City.  Its relative small size lends itself to easy movement around town.  There are several restaurants 
featuring many types of cuisine, including barbecue, Mexican, Thai, Chinese, Japanese, American style delis and 
family dining, and popular student hangouts.  Shopping is easily accomplished, but if it cannot be found in Stillwater, 
it is an easy drive to one of the two metropolitan areas, Tulsa or Oklahoma City, to obtain what is needed.  There is 
one large movie cinema and a nearby lake recreational area.  Stillwater is an easy and friendly community to live in, 
with good schools, safe neighborhoods, and accessible campus.   For more information about the Stillwater 
community, visit http://www.stillwaterchamber.org/  

 
Emergency and Weather Preparedness 
Frequently in Oklahoma weather conditions can become severe.  Severe weather can occur anytime but typically the 
chances for severe weather are greatest from April through June.  It is advised that during periods when severe 
weather is forecasted that you stay aware of the conditions.  Visit http://www.srh.noaa.gov/oun/ for up-to-date 
information about weather conditions.  If severe weather is anticipated, sirens around the city of Stillwater will sound 
(testing of sirens occurs every Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.) and you should seek shelter.  We are aware that the sirens 
cannot be heard in most laboratories in the building and a supplemental air horn maybe discharge to alert you to 
seek shelter.  In the Noble Research Center you should proceed to the central stairwell located between the plant 
pathology wing and the front/library facing wing of the building.  If you are home and have sufficient time to get to 
campus but not the Noble Research Center, you should go to Ag Hall, Engineering South, or the Student Union. 

http://union.okstate.edu/iss/index.htm
http://www.parking.okstate.edu/bob_intro.aspx
http://www.reslife.okstate.edu/overnight/
http://www.stillwaterchamber.org/
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/oun/



