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Former Team Members

Ping Ouyang. Ph.D.

Ping Ouyang is original from Beijing, China, and performed as Post Doctoral Research
Associate at the Ag Biosecurity and Forensic Laboratory. Dr. Ouyang got her Bachelor
degree in Agronomy at the Beijing Agriculture University. Dr. Ouyang hold a Master
degree in Agronomy and a Ph.D. in Human Nutrition from Kansas State University. She
worked on biolistic bombardment and Agrobacterium-mediated transformation of wheat
during her M.Sc. research, and focused on the effect of exercise-induced weight control
on phospholipid profile and gene expression using mice as an animal model during her
doctoral program. While studying, she was recipient of several scholarships, and winner
of the Honorary Mention of the Coca-Cola Award at the Diet and Cancer Research
Symposium Poster Competition during the American Society for Nutrition Meeting held
in Washington, D.C. in 2007. After graduation, she joined a project as Postdoctoral
Associate studying the role of dietary selenium and seleno proteins on colon cancer
prevention at National Cancer Institute, NIH. Dr. Ouyang joined NIMFFAB to conduct
post doctoral research working on technology application for security enhancement
using real-time PCR as the basic method
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loannis Oikonomakos. Ph.D.

Dr. loannis Oikonomakos is originally of Crete, Greece and was a ‘Post doctoral
scientists’ and ‘Laboratory manager’ at the Ag Biosecurity and Microbial Forensic
Laboratory. Dr. Oikonomakos obtained his Bachelor degree in Crop Science at
Technological Educational Institute of Crete, where he developed in vitro and in vivo
propagation techniques for introducing endemic species as new crops. Dr.
Oikonomakos was recipient of several scholarships throughout his academic career,
including Erasmus and Hortecus scholarships that allowed him to experience the
educational system in Europe and the U.S. He obtained both his higher degrees (M.Sc.
& Ph.D.) at Oklahoma State University majoring in Horticulture and Food Science
respectively. During his Masters degree he assessed a novel processing technique for
lycopene segregation during filtration of red-fleshed watermelons, while for his Ph.D. his
research focused on the influence of solvent extraction and winemaking steps on
antioxidant activity of red grapes. During his Post Doctoral research loannis contributed
developing new diagnostic methods and product development. Dr. Oikonomakos is
currently holding a managerial position at Haliburton International Foods in Ontario,
California.



